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Attendees will be able to: 

• Identify the WWA Vision, Mission and the importance of a State WIC Association

• Identify 2 benefits of being a WWA member

• Differentiate between Advocacy and Lobbying

• Identify 2-3 types of advocacy efforts that can be performed on a local level

• Review Bylaw Changes for vote

Objectives



2025 Executive Committee: 
• Beth Scheelk (Chairperson)
• Kim Damrow (Past Chair)
• Vacant (Vice Chair)
• Shawn Handfelt(Treasurer) 
• Rachel Bauer (Secretary) 

Meet Your WWA Board

Regional Representatives: 
• Kim Damrow (Northern Region) 
• Amy Richter (Western Region) 
• Alex Forsythe (Southeast Region) 
• Rachel Bauer (Northeast Region) 
• Emily Seltzner (Southern Region)

At Large Representatives: 
• Shawn Handfelt
• Angela Ellis
• Morgan Thums
• Heidi McCann
• Alyssa Gollon
• Beth Scheelk



WWA Vision & Mission

Vision:

Wisconsin WIC 
Association is the leader 

in advocating for the 
voices of the WIC 

community.

Mission:

The mission of the Wisconsin 
WIC Association (WWA) is to 

inspire and empower the 
Wisconsin WIC community to 

advocate for and promote 
quality nutrition services and 
assure effectiveness through 

collaboration, cooperation and 
education.



Membership Benefits

• Leadership Building

• Advocacy Education and Tools

• Scholarships

• Access to events and information with partners (WAND, 

NWA, State assoc)

• New in 2025 - Member Discussion Sessions



Member Relationships



WWA Committees

ADVOCACY CONNECTION FINANCE
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT



Professional Development Committee

• Trainings and education opportunities

• Ensures and advocates for CDR 
continuing education credits at WWA 
events for RDNs and NDTRs

• Provides quality speakers that 
represent the mission of WWA during 
State and WWA conferences



Finance Committee

Income
•Membership Dues
•Apparel Sale
 

Expenses
•Scholarships/ Sponsorships
•Liability Insurance
•Website
•Meeting Platform
•Taxes
•50th Anniversary Gift



Connection Committee



Advocacy Committee

•Educate WWA members on how to 
best advocate for WIC

•Provide opportunities for WIC staff to 
advocate

•Document legislative/advocacy efforts 
put forth by WWA Board and members

•Develop and maintain advocacy 
partnerships with organizations that 
have a similar mission and focus

•NWA Policy Conference 2025!

https://www.nwica.org/events/info/2025-nwa-national-policy-virtual-conference


Are you 
looking for a 

creative 
outlet?

Do you enjoy 
creating 

social media 
content?

Do you 
want to 
plan an 
event?

Do you want 
to learn how 
to educate 

for change?

Which committee are you interested in 
joining? 



Benefits of Advocacy

• Brings your story to life

• Elevates personal and community voices

• Advocacy has positively influenced: 
• Funding increases
• Policy changes
• WIC food package  
• WIC enrollment populations
• Initiation of and continuous funding

towards the Breastfeeding Peer Counselor Program



Advocacy/Education Grassroots Lobbying Direct Lobbying

Providing a Member of Congress with key 
messages about importance of the WIC 
program and the impact on your community

Sending an email blast to a listserv with 
contact information for a legislator and stating 
your organization's opposition to that 
legislator’s bill cutting funding.

Calling a Member of Congress or 
Congressional staffer to vote to provide full 
funding to WIC.

Inviting a Member of Congress to visit your 
local clinic to meet participants, learn about 
WIC and post for pictures.

Distributing flyers in WIC Clinic asking 
participant to call their Member of Congress 
in favor of full WIC Funding

Asking the governor to veto a budget bill if it 
includes a provision that would cut funding for 
breastfeeding promotion.

Writing a letter to the editor highlighting how 
budget shortfalls have affected the 
administration of WIC initiatives.

Tweeting to your network that they should call 
their Member of Congress in opposition of 
decreasing WIC Funding

Emailing you legislator and expressing your 
opposition to provisions in the appropriation 
process that cuts WIC funding.

*Adapted from NWA document   

Advocacy



Ways YOU can advocate
Local Level  Neighbors, Alderman, Mayor

• Educate members in the community
• Clear up any myths and misinformation
• Ensure your community has a positive opinion of WIC

State Level  Policy Makers: Governor, State Legislators

• Tell your story to Wisconsin state-level stakeholders 
• Show the importance of WIC for the health of Wisconsin families

National Level  Congress, Senators, Representatives

• Be the voice as a Constituent
• Tell your story



Who represents me?

Govtrack.us/congress/members/WI 

8th 
District is 
currently 
vacant

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/WI


Action Steps to Increase your Advocacy

1. Visit the NWA Advocacy Toolkit

2. Attend NWA WIC Action Network Meetings for latest information on WIC 

3. Locally – invite your representatives to the WIC office to share YOUR STORY to 
show what WIC means to you and the community you work in

4. Read NWA and WWA update communications

http://www.nwica.org/


WWA Bylaws Update
• October 2024 Annual Board Meeting updated the Bylaws
• Based on changes that occurred throughout the year to better align 

the organization
• Examples: (7 total proposed changes)

• Project Nutritionist changed to Nutrition Coordinator to align with WIC 
language

• Extension of term when board member is elected vice Chair and 
co-Treasure

• Removal of Support Member on the board

• Watch for the email to vote on approval of the proposed Changes 
with the member survey coming soon.



References and Resources

Wisconsin WIC Association  

NWA Advocacy Toolkit

U.S. Congress Members - Wisconsin 

Wisconsin State Legislature

NWA Policy Conference

State of Wisconsin WIC Fact Sheet

Current NWA Lobbying Opportunity (off 
work hours):

FY25 Budget Appropriations 

http://www.wiwica.org/
http://www.nwica.org/
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/WI
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.nwica.org/events/info/2025-nwa-national-policy-virtual-conference
https://sfo2.digitaloceanspaces.com/thewichub/2024/07/Wisconsin.pdf
https://nwica.salsalabs.org/fy25budgetappropriations/index.html


Questions?



Facebook @wisconsinwicassocation

WWA Email WIC.WI.Association@gmail.com

Chair Beth.Scheelk@outagamie.org or Regional/At-Large Board Members

Website www.wiwica.org

Newsletter sign up

Submit testimonials

Connect with WWA

mailto:Beth.Scheelk@outagamie.org
http://www.wiwica.org

